THE     ROMAN     ROAD                  55
them somewhat ambiguous. He was particularly con-
cerned that if there was armed intervention by the
Austrians and Neapolitans, their action must at all costs
be prevented from being brought into common with
that of the French forces.
A few hours later De Lesseps departed on his difficult
and delicate mission. It had been arranged that he
should travel by post-chaise to Toulon, where tele-
graphic orders had been sent for a man-of-war to carry
him to his destination. The Government had certainly
acted promptly, perhaps too promptly to be sufficiently
explicit in their instructions to their agent. It is clear
enough that verbally the Foreign Minister had given a
much wider interpretation to what was written than
was strictly implied, and De Lesseps could hardly be
blamed for taking him at his word. A crisis had arisen,
vital decisions had been hastily reached, and the agent
was on his way within twenty-four hours. The
Government was unaware of what events had taken
place since Oudinot had failed in his attempt to enter
Rome on April 3oth. It was now May 8th. There
had to be a great deal of latitude allowed to the agent
in dealing with an unknown situation, and De Lesseps
understood that within limits he enjoyed complete
freedom of action. It was easy enough when the
position had been clarified by the course of events, and
the Government itself had determined on a policy about
which it was at the time quite undecided, to turn on
their agent and censure him for exceeding his instruc-
tions. He had been doing exactly what he had been
told, and doing it well and honestly; but what he had
been told did not square with what was done